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ABSTRACT 



The present invention is a system and method for creating 
virtual space on the back of an electronic document page or 
element of an electronic document page and for managing, 
storing, delivering and displaying information on the back 
space of an electronic document page of element. The 
present invention provides a method and an apparatus for 
creating a "Web Back Space" to an original Web Page, 
adding new or annotating existing information to the newly 
created Web Back Space, paring the Web Back Space with 
the front side of the Web Page allowing the user to display 
this "Web Back Space" by the movement or click of a 
mouse, or after a predetermined amount of time. In this 
manner, information on the front and the back space of a 
Web page is permanently or temporarily "glued" together. 

2 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS TO CREATE 

VIRTUAL BACK SPACE ON AN 
ELECTRONIC DOCUMENT PAGE, OR AN 

ELECTRONIC DOCUMENT ELEMENT 
CONTAINED THEREIN, AND TO ACCESS, 5 
MANIPULATE AND TRANSFER 
INFORMATION THEREON 

This application is a continuation-in-part of Ser. No. 
09/505,904, filed Feb. 17, 2000 abandoned. 10 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to electronic documents, Web i$ 
pages, and portions or elements of electronic documents, 
and more specifically to a method and apparatus for creating 
electronic space on the virtual flipside of Web pages or 
elements, referred to as "Web Back Space", and to allow 
additional information to reside thereon and for the Web 2 o 
Back Space and the information thereon to be easily 
accessed, managed, distributed, tracked and displayed. 

2. Description of Related Art 

Electronic documents are key components in the transfer 
of electronic information. An electronic document is a 25 
non-executable computer file containing information for use 
in various applications such as word processing (Word), 
spreadsheets (Excel) and database management systems 
(dBase) 

Electronic documents can display digital information to 30 
computer users on the Internet, the global network connect- 
ing a multitude of users. The World Wide Web (WWW) is 
a system of Internet servers designed to specially support 
formatted documents. The most common delivery unit of an 
electronic formatted document is a Web page. The Internet 35 
uses Web pages to display information to the Internet users. 
A Web page is an electronic document located on the WWW. 
Documents are created on the WWW using a standard 
language called Hyper Text Markup Language (HTML). A 
specific site location on the WWW is referred to as a Web 40 
site. Each Web site contains a home page, which is the first 
document a user sees when first entering the site. The site 
may also contain different documents or pages. 

A unique Uniform Resource Locator (URL) identifies 45 
each Web page. A URL is a Web address that identifies a 
particular Web page and its location on the WWW. 

The WWW uses a standard set of procedures or protocols 
defining how requests are formatted and transmitted. This 
set of standard protocols is called Hyper Text Transfer 50 
Protocol (HTTP). HTTP is a stateless protocol since each 
command is executed independently, without knowledge of 
the commands that came before it. When a user enters a URL 
in his or her browser, which is a software application used 
to locate and display Web pages, an HTTP command is sent 55 
to the Web server directing it to fetch and transmit the 
requested Web page. Output, in HTML form, is sent to the 
user via the HTTP protocols and the user's computer 
receives the requested, formatted Web page. When this Web 
page arrives at the user's computer, the browser will nor- 50 
mally store a local copy of the Web page in the end user's 
local browser. This step is known as caching. 

Electronic document elements refer to any discrete item 
within an electronic document page such as text, graphics, 
data, banners, links, or any other visible entity within the 65 
electronic document page. This may include a banner, such 
as a strip of graphics within an electronic document having 
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a standard size containing advertising or other information 
in graphical form. 

Web pages and Elements are two dimensional in nature. 
In other words, they are flat entities composed of a standard 
width and height. A user sees one page at a time and can 
therefore only interact with the information contained within 
the "four corners" of the displayed page or element. 

This physical restriction places a challenge to Web site 
architects during the initial design. Web site architects and 
Web page designers must carefully decide and rank infor- 
mation in terms of importance so that it can be placed in the 
best possible location throughout the Web site and in the best 
possible location within the Web page itself. 

Even after carefully designing and building a Web site, the 
end result could be a Web site that is very large, extensive 
and complicated to navigate. Finding specific information in 
such a complex Web site can be a time consuming and 
difficult task. 

Web site architects may often find themselves running out 
of available space on a Web page. Information, logically 
associated with the information contained within the Web 
page may have to be left out. 

Adding the possibility to display information on the back 
space of the same Web page or electronic document element 
allows the Web site architect to build a more condensed and 
logically organized version of the same Web site, and it will 
also allow the user to have access to information at a faster 
rate than with a conventional, one-sided Web page. This 
increase in speed is accomplished by a technique known as 
precaching, which "pre-downloads" the information housed 
in the Web Back Space to the end user's local browser. 

The Web Back Space refers to the infinite amount of 
"virtual hidden space" behind both the Web page and the 
elements displayed thereon. It refers to anything not cur- 
rently seen on the front page. Once created, this "virtual real 
estate" may be used to store information. This technology is 
compatible with any media which displays electronic docu- 
ment pages or elements including but not limited to, Palm 
Pilots, WebTV (as in infomercials), and/or any future tech- 
nology which displays electronic document pages, since the 
technology has a built-in capacity to be adapted for future 
technological developments. 

Much like a cube which contains multiple, interconnected 
sides and surfaces, the multi-dimensional nature of the 
present invention allows the user to add information to each 
"side", while assuring each side maintains a relationship 
with each other side. 

The present invention contains code that creates addi- 
tional back space on an electronic document page or elec- 
tronic element. This task is accomplished by providing the 
Web site architect with the back space code. This back space 
code may be cut and pasted at any point during the process 
in order to create the back space on any electronic document 
page or element within a Web site. Upon the creation of the 
back space, a Back Space icon is activated. 

Theoretically, an infinite number of back pages may be 
added to an electronic document page, or Web page. The 
created back space may remain devoid of information for a 
given length of time, said information to be added at a later 
time, or information may be created and stored on the 
newly-created space immediately after the back space has 
been created. 

Today, however, a Web page that needs such additional 
information must depend 00 linking to a separate Web page 
to display such information. 
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Accordingly, what is needed in the art is a system and In still another embodiment, the present invention pro- 
method that overcomes the restriction discussed above by vides means to send the information contained on the back 
providing the required technology to create the back space space of the electronic document page via e-mail to another 
on a Web page or Web page element and to display infer- end user, and tracks and displays the number of times the 
mation on the back space, in addition to the front side of the 5 back space of an electronic document page is displayed. 
Web page or element, where said information located on the i n yet another embodiment, the present invention also 
back space may or may not be related to the information provides a means to select a specific electronic document 
located on the front side of the Web page. clement or elements on an electronic document page, to 

It is, therefore, to the effective resolution of the afore- create a back space or use the pre -created back space and to 

mentioned problems and shortcomings of the prior art that 30 flag it so the back space is managed, receives information 

the present invention is directed. and is pre-cached the same way the back space of an 

electronic document page is precached. Pre-caching is com- 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION monly used in the industry to optimize data transfer by 

„ .... j i pre -downloading a local copy of data accessed over a 

The present invention allows users to create and use the 1C r . . # & . , , , V ^ , .u • ■ « 

, - . , . 15 network to a specialized local buffer storage that is continu- 

virtual back space of an electronic document page such as a , , r 

Web page on the Internet, or an electronic document element ^ p " , . . . . • , 

and to house and display additional content information B y P rovidlD S ^eb site architects with the additional 

thereon option to create and use the back space to store and display 

. t . . , , c information, a new dimension is added that allows the 

In particular, the present invention provides a method for 20 infmite ansion of available space in wnich to place 

publishing information on the back side of an electronic informatioo- This new dimension is one that enhances web 

document page comprising the steps of providing a user with desi and orgaoizational capab ilities and improves the 

a list of available electronic document pages, determining if d ^ whkh mformation ^ delivered via the World wide 
the electronic document page contains information which is 

to appear on a back side of the electronic document page, 2 5 ,. . . . t c . 0 * 

tU • t r * *u u i ,x n f»i, 0 Aoll The new dimension creates the opportunity for Web Site 

adding the information to the back side of the electronic ..... . i u •* awt u 

, & . ,. . . .i c * ' a c *u„ :„ architects to create entirely new Web sites and Web pages or 

document page, linking the front side of the electronic c . . . J , . , D f ° - 

i , , & ,* , , • , r t . ^ t _„- modify existing Web Sites and Web Pages to contain mfor- 

document page to a respective back side of the electronic , J . 6 r a . , c __. , & , , . 

, , & , • f < c t A *> nf n j mation on the front side of a Web page and also on the 

document page, displaying the front side of a requested r & 

electronic document page, providing triggering means to 30 crea ac s P ace * 

allow the user to display the back side of the electronic ^ P resent invention is designed to be implemented, 

document page, and displaying the back side of the elec- deployed and managed on a single file server at a data center, 

tronic document page. and accessed via the Internet by all users. This model is 

y 1. . u j- ♦ ,u . • rt referred to as an Application Service Provider (ASP) model. 

In an alternate embodiment, the present invention pro- _ . v . i , fil 

. , . 1 j c . ,,v 1 <>e The present invention also supports the use 01 multiple me 

vides a method for creating additional space on an electronic 35 F Z -c j j , * 

, t 1 * * * * j- 1 • a servers and distributed server farms, if needed, to improve 

document page or element, for storing, displaying and times and load balancin 

managing the information contained thereon comprising the response unesan oa a 1 g. 

steps of compiling a fist of available electronic document Under an ASP model users have immediate access to the 

pages wherein each page has a front side, selecting an entl / e set of modules via the Internet without having to 

electronic document page, creating additional back space on 40 P erform an X software installation to their computers. All is 

the selected electronic document page, adding information needed t0 access and ™ the inv 5? Uon ^ s a ^puter 

to the back space of the electronic document page, deter- browser and access t0 the Internet - a bnef regis- 

mining if the electronic document page contains a back tratioQ P rocess > **** °P en ™ a i c ^ 0UDt that enables them to 

space and if the back space contains information, providing use the invention and all its modules to perform the different 

a list of available electronic document pages and their 45 tasks supported by the system, aU via the Internet, without 

respective back space information, activating the back havm S to perform any local software installation. In this 

space, paring the front side of the electronic document page wav > the Web Slte administrator need not install any software 

to its respective back space, if necessary, separating the front in order t0 use the invention. 

side of the electronic document page from its respective New design implementations are possible m which the 

back space thereby leaving the back space empty for future so back space of the Web page or Web page element can be 

use and allowing for the future input of information, dis- used to provide background, related, non-related, support 

playing or transferring the electronic document page and the and/or additional information in addition to the mformation 

information contained thereon to the end user or a third party being displayed on the front side of the Web page. The back 

and once it is received, begin to send its respective back space may also be used to house information entered by the 

space information and caching such information in the end 55 user, such as e-mail messages, which may be forwarded to 

user's local browser, displaying the front side of a requested a remote user 

electronic document page, notifying the user by audio, For example, information about a health care provider and 

visual, or other means such as the displaying of a Back its services may be placed on a Web page while information 

Space icon on the front side of the requested electronic like directions to local health care facilities and names of 

document page after the back space information has been 60 contacts within the facility can be placed on the back space, 

pre-cached in the end user's local browser, providing trig- The present invention has additional applications like the 

gering means to allow the user to display the back space of placement and hosting of advertising materials on the back 

the electronic document page via the movement or click of space of an electronic document page or element. Informa- 

a mouse or to display the back space after a predetermined tion may be in any form, including text, graphics, GIFs, 

amount of time, or by any other automatic triggering 65 advertisements, video, audio, streaming media, digital visual 

mechanism, and displaying the back space of the electronic information, or any combination thereof. Virtually any 

document page. application which requires the posting of information on a 
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Web page can use the present invention to "glue" additional 
information to the "Web Back Space" of the initial, front 
page or element. 

Therefore, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a method and apparatus to create the virtual space on 
the back of an electronic document page such as a Web Page, 
or on an electronic document page element. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a 
method and apparatus to allow information to be entered, 
stored and displayed on the back space of an electronic 
document page or element. 

It is yet another object of the present invention to provide 
a means for gluing and ungluing the front page and the back 
space of an electronic document page or element. 

It is still another object of the present invention to provide 
a means of activating the back space of a Web page or 
element in order to display it upon a user's computer screen. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a 
method to pre-cache the information residing on the back 
space and pre-download it to the user's local browser. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a 
means to select a specific electronic document element on an 
electronic document page and flag it so the back space of the 
electronic document element is pre -cached the same way the 
back space of an electronic document page is pre-cached. 

Yet another object of the present invention is to provide 
means to send the information contained on the electronic 
document back space via e-mail to another end user. 

It is still another object of the present invention to provide 
a mechanism to track the number of times the back space is 
displayed. 

It is yet another object of the present invention to provide 
a report on the number of times the back space is displayed. 

In accordance with these and other objects which will 
become apparent hereinafter, the instant invention will now 
be described with particular reference to the accompanying 
drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL 
VIEWS OF IKE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a high-level block diagram depicting the system 
and methods of the present invention and illustrates the 
interaction between program modules. 

FIG, 2 depicts the preferred embodiment of the present 
invention used an ASP implementation. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

Referring to FIG. 1, the system and method of the present 
invention 100 is shown. 

The system described in FIG. 1 can be used to operate on 
any electronic document page. However, for description 
purposes, an Internet Web site implementation, its Web 
pages and its Web page elements have been used as a 
practical example. 

The system described in FIG. 1 is composed of several 
distinct program modules that are linked to form the virtual 
back space technology of the present invention 100. Main 
module 10 activates all options and selections from the other 
program modules and provides the graphical user interface 
for the user. 

Server Module 20 contains several modules that reside on 
the file server and performs all direct interfacing between the 
end user selections and the database. Database Module 30 
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houses the required database schema, stored procedures, and 
data generated by the other modules. In a typical 
implementation, the Web Site architect uses the apparatus 
and method of the present invention to create, edit or 

5 restructure a Web site so it contains Web pages and Web 
page elements that may receive, store and display informa- 
tion on both its front side and its respective back space. 

Main Module 10 is the main interface of the entire system, 
coordinating all possible branching of user selections as well 

10 as distributing and validating program data between pro- 
gram modules. All user program options and selections are 
initiated by Main Module 10. 

Map Module 11 performs the task of mapping an existing 
Web site and presenting the Web Site architect with a list of 

35 existing Web pages or elements. This module will present 
the Web Site architect with a list of all Web pages and 
elements contained in the Web site. The pages or elements 
contained in the Web site may or may not contain a back 
space. Further, the back space of the Web Page or electronic 

20 element may or may not contain information. If a Web page 
or electronic element listed by Map Module 11 contains a 
virtual back space and information thereon, the page will be 
displayed and flagged properly to show such additional 
information. 

Glue Code Module 23 creates the back space of an elec- 
tronic document page or an electronic document element. 
Upon the creation of a back space, a Web Back Space icon 
is activated. This task is accomplished by providing the Web 

3Q Site architect with the back space code that allows the 
architect to create the new back space. 

A web designer will login to the system with a username 
and password and the system will present the web designer 
with list of available electronic documents. The web 

35 designer selects which electronic document will have a new 
backspace created. After the selection is made the system 
updates the database and generates a string of code called 
GLUECODE™ that is unique to this specific Web designer, 
Web site and Web page. The Web designer at this point has 

40 the choice of inserting this code into the Web page in 
question, or have the system perform this action automati- 
cally. Once the GLUECODE™ is inserted into the Web page 
in question, the Web page has the capacity to display 
information on the newly created back space. Once the Web 

45 page is loaded into a computer browser over the Internet, the 
GLUECODE™ inserted in the web page points to the 
database and pulls the respective information the user has 
assigned to this specific GLUECODE™. The information is 
then picked up by the Precache Module 22 and sent to the 

50 computer browser immediately after the front side of said 
Web page finishes loading. Once the information in the back 
space is downloaded to the local computer browser over the 
Internet, the back space can be immediately displayed my 
means of the computer mouse. 

55 The back space code, once acquired, may be cut and 
pasted at any point during the process in order to create the 
back space within the Web site. The code may also be used 
to create a back space to every electronic document page or 
element within the Web site at one time. The back space 

60 created is infinite in nature. Hence, an infinite number of 
Web Back Pages may be added to the electronic document 
page or electronic document element. The created back 
space may be used to house information or it may remain 
empty for future addition of information, for example, for 

65 annotation purposes or other data entered by the user. 

Edit Module 12 performs the editing of the existing Web 
site in terms of adding information to the back space. This 
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task is accomplished by providing a Web Site architect with 
an implementation matrix that allows the architect to unite 
or glue an electronic document back space to the front side 
of a Web page thereby forming one new Web page, or Web 
BIPAGE™, that will have a front side and an associated Web 5 
Back Space. The recursive nature of this technology allows 
for the adding of information to an unlimited number of Web 
Back Pages within the Web Back Space. 

GluePage Module 26 will perform the actual construction 
of the new Web site based on the selections performed by the 10 
architect implementing Edit Module 12, GluePage Module 
26 will read the implementation matrix constructed during 
the Edit Module 12 session and will pair or "glue" all the 
back spaces to the front side of their respective Web pages 
or elements. This module also unglues the back spaces from 35 
their respective front sides, leaving the back space, or a 
portion of the back space, empty. The back space is available 
to add other information; it may remain empty for future use, 
or it may be deleted. 

The recursive nature of this technology allows for the 20 
"gluing" or combining of an unlimited number of back 
spaces with corresponding front spaces to form Web Back 
Pages. Web BackPages are electronic documents that are 
"attached" to either a front page of an electronic document 
or an element thereon such that the contents download 25 
sequentially to those of the front page giving the user faster 
access to the information contained on the Web BackPage. 
This particular implementation is analogous to a book 
composed of several pages having a discrete order or 
sequence (i.e. a WEBOOK™). 30 

Flip Event Module 24 contains the required programming 
code that performs the viewing of the back space. Whenever 
a user loads and displays a Web page that contains additional 
information on the back space of the Web page or element 
of the Web page, the Flip Event program code will be 
activated and the Web Back Space icon will be displayed, 
informing the user of the existence of a back space in case 
the user decides to view the back space. 

Precache Module 22 performs the p re-caching or pre- 40 
downloading of the information housed in the Web Back 
Space. 

Cache Module 16 performs the selection and display of 
electronic element(s) that are going to be, or are being, 
precached by use of the Precache Module 22. Once an 45 
electronic document element, which is a portion of the 
electronic document page, has been selected as a pre-cached 
electronic document element, the system will transmit the 
information related to that electronic document element in 
the same way it does when transmitting the information 50 
contained in a back space of an electronic document page. 

Trigger Module 25 contains the different options to trigger 
the viewing of the back space of a Web page or Web page 
element. Depending on the actual implementation of the 
system and methods described by this invention, the Web 55 
site architect may opt to trigger the viewing of the back 
space, without any user interaction. This mechanism may 
work in conjunction with the Flip Event Module 24 so that 
the user may display the back space before the trigger 
mechanism takes effect. The Web Back Space icon will be eo 
displayed to inform the user of the existence of a back space. 

Annotation Module 19 performs the capture of the data 
entered by the user on a back space. This captured data can 
then be forwarded to a third party, along with an electronic 
message, or e-mail. The user can select an E-mail Icon, 65 
which is shown in the newly -created backspace. The system 
will prompt the user for a recipient's e-mail address. After 
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the recipients address is entered, an Email Module sends the 
information contained in the back space to the recipient's 
e-mail address. 

Backup Module 14 performs the data backup of an 
existing Web site to protect the data from being overwritten 
and/or changed by the user during an Edit Module 12 
session. This Web site data backup will be made available to 
the Web site architect in case he decides to undo or restore 
a previous version of the Web site. 

Site Map Module 15 provides the Web Site architect with 
a list of the Web Site's electronic document pages and 
elements along with their respective back space information. 

Restore Module 18 performs the step of restoring the data 
from existing backup data sets performed by the backup 
Module 70. 

Within Main Module 10, the invention also allows pro- 
vides a Simple Map Module 19Athat allows the user to track 
where he or she has been throughout the Web site, i.e. which 
pages and which back pages have been contacted and 
viewed. A simple graphical map can be accessed, giving the 
user a visual representation of the order in which he or she 
has accessed information. 

Server Module 20 also provides an Intelligent Map Mod- 
ule 28. This module expands upon the mere graphical 
representation of the user's progress of Module 19 A, now 
adding an analysis of the user's progress through the Web 
site. 

Publish Space Module 27 provides a mechanism for 
automatically displaying designated back space information 
on a specific date and time predetermined by the Web site 
Architect. 

In order to track access patterns of users, the software 
controlling IntellSpace Module 29, automatically sorts and 
precaches the accessed electronic document elements in 
order of popularity thereby allowing the Web site Architect 
to rank the order in which various electronic elements will 
be precached. 

Tracking Module 21 performs the steps of tracking how 
often the back space of a Web page or Web page element is 
displayed by a user, as well as tracking elements and words 
on the front side of the electronic document. 

Report Module 13 performs the step of building and 
displaying customized reports of performance, and tracks 
related data useful to the Web site architect. 

Admin Module 17 performs the administrative tasks 
required to maintain the existing system implementation. 

Custom Scripting Module 19B provides a mechanism to 
coordinate the scheduling of a specific advertisement or 
advertising campaign for a selected set of Web sites. The 
advertiser can identify all the Web sites in which to run the 
advertisement or ad campaign send the advertisement to all 
sites at once and manage the scheduling of the advertising 
campaign. 

FIG. 2 shows the preferred implementation of the present 
invention. This model, known as the Application Service 
Provider (ASP) Model, allows the current invention, once 
deployed in one or more file servers at a data center, to be 
used by any Internet user, without having to install any 
additional software on their local computer. 

The instant invention has been shown and described 
herein in what is considered to be the most practical and 
preferred embodiment. It is recognized, however, that depar- 
tures may be made therefrom within the scope of the 
invention and that obvious modifications will occur to a 
person skilled in the art. 
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What is claimed is: 

1. A tool for developing a website for a website manager 
or designer to permit the website designer or manager to 
rapidly create or modify an existing website by adding one 
or more web pages to a first web page for initial transmission 5 
in response to a user's request in accessing a website 
comprising: 

means for providing a list of web pages on a website for 
said designer; 

means for selecting by said website designer a first 10 
website page; 

means for automatically generating HTML coupling code 
(glue code) to couple the previously selected first web 
page to a second web page for transmission to the ]5 
user's computer, said coupling code (glue code) includ- 
ing a means for pre-caching said second web page 
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attached to said first web page during the initial trans- 
mission of said first web page to said user's computer; 

means for modifying an existing data base to create a 
reference between the automatically generated HTML 
coupling code (glue code) above, the website, the 
website designer and the first web page previously 
selected by the web designer; and 

means for electronically uploading to the website, one or 
more web pages that can be later coupled with the 
available first web pages. 

2. A tool as in claim 1, wherein: 

said tool is embodied in a software program for use by a 
website designer. 

* + * * * 
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